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A Defector’s Story 

Stefan Svirdlev is one of the few officers to defect from Bulgar- 
ins feared secret service— and live to tell about it In Munich 
Svirdlev gave News WEEK'S Zofia Smardzan insider's mew of 
Bulgarin s enforcers in action. Her report: - y ; 7 


Acves&ys. In a factory ,^somc agents were responsible for tbe 
, fac to r y asa wholeandsomeonly for individuals. Tbecollabora- 
torwrcodved instnictionsin 'Secret meetings-with DS officers. 
Secret collaborators abroad were usually foreign nationals, like 
Mehmet Ali Agca, 'who might get quick training in their own 
country or be brought to Bulgaria for lessons from the DS. . 
Doners: Svirdlev supervised the acti vines .©fall of tbe divi- 
. # v- ; sions^fthclocalDSinTcriilk.HewasresponabkforinamtaiiH 

Svirdlev i$ a short/baldishman with a face like a potato -and mg puhficorderand for issuing pennits for Bulgarians to travel 

dark. Balkan eyes. He is an impassioned nationalist;!* deplores abroad. In 1970ie^sWdered by a special-directive to take 
his country's domination'by the Soviet Union* beisxonvinced cluugeof ^^^revenn^^orTr^reparmg cxteiisve<dosaett on 
that the KGB ordered the Bulgarians to kiU t h e p c^^ulgaria '• ervSswie^ dangeroustothere^me^The 

has no interest in killing a yqpe,” he ^ craspisbts^ xukn 

.country it has to carry^outits orders 

Svirdlev was ad officerinthe BulgariaxiDw^vn^ipuni^''" befOTel944;all conmmnistscxpeUedfrom theparryforiavorinc 
when be fled after an unsuccessful power stmgglein 1971; Atthe ‘ ''Xltl^'^'Macnsm^aiidthe children of r.dewaaonistsT’ In 
time, Svirdlev said, the DS had 40,000 employees — 60percent case- ; oT,war-B^ ^ <t viraw y wr f 

-•oficers, The Test supporrpcrsoimd/^mcm^crc-TievCT^ra^ tbe 

raerred mas apentsbutxalheras" , mvestigatois'W'^ntdh pence ^t=ourtry^ma^nT 1 themif^eenemvepp roached^ ^^ - 
gatherers.” Recruiting officers sdecied«yeiaaicand»daiies^tut^^TOi^r^,m W T.t4r,.r ^>^aiqtt nonn l ^^v^rfn^«ajt^r.,^w^ 
then picked the besUThe chief criterion^Svifdlev . 

says, was ^absoluletdevoiion to the ne gimfef pbtH 
only on tbe part of the. candidate but of all Shore** 



around him and with whomthe x^omesinio^con-; 
t$CL*' After a candidate-was selected, befitted out 7 
-an application form. ^obodyxihoosesthrfDS^ 
* : i5vTidlevsays.*TIheDSchoo{«fbem?’ 

* Svirdlev was chosen forthe DS in 1966 a ft jer » a ~ 
distinguished 15-year stint '•with the Bulgarian 
border guard, which is closely aligned with the e 
DS. He quickly rose to colonel, working ^rith * 
agents in Bulgaria. 'The operatives were catted * 
secret coDaboraiors^Tb blno-dbOar? 

^workers AO generals. I!iAT*system^ 
r ‘doubles the structure ollifeOD’eveiyie velTSrad^ 





JacebecattsecfttscomploesKd^ 
> 4 cow^heaays>Betwecn 1 965 *nd!i97J there were 



f *Munkh, 4oeeping his -whereabouts'* secret ’and * 
r looking over his shoulder. AndForthe first timein 
'Ins iife, theworicers'-state coplsalaborer. “Now! 
bworicinafktoryin M umch^^iiig ^find that^ar s" 
ayg^^were^fhmd 
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